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Report of the Fifth Meeting of the 
CGIAR Private Sector Committee 
March 3 1 - April 2, 1997, London, United Kingdom 
The CGIAR Private Sector Committee (PSC) heId its fifth meeting at the World Bank London 
Ofice on March 31 - April 2, 1997. Seven of the eleven members attended. Ms. Carol 
Amaratunga (Canada) and Messrs. Mohamad Hasan (Indonesia), Alejandro Rodriguez Graue 
(Mexico) and John Preston (USA) sent their regrets. Bernard Auxenfans (France) could attend 
only on March 31. 
The meeting was chaired by Andreas Biichting on March 31 - April I and by Assia Alaoui on 
April 2. Frauke Spanakakis and Eduardo Alvarez-Luna attended in their capacity as internal 
coordinators on PSC matters on behalf of the two Co-chairs Buchting and Rodriguez. Selcuk 
ozgediz attended on behalf of the CGIAR Secretariat and served as secretary. The Committee 
also interacted with Andrew Bennett, Chairman of the Oversight Committee, and Sir Ralph 
Riley, member of TAC. 
The agenda consisted of the following items: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
IO. 
Introduction 
Latest Developments in the CGIAR 
Drafl Paper on a Private Sector Perspective on Agricultural Research 
High-level Private Sector Conference 
Sixth PSC Meeting and MT’ in Cairo in May I997 
Dialogue with the Centers 
PSC Membership Issues 
Awareness of the Private Sector of the CGLAR 
PSC Web Site 
Other Matters 
1. Introduction 
Andreas Biichting welcomed Nick Mwaniki (South Africa) as a new PSC member and 
expressed his expectation that he will contribute important additional perspectives to the 
Committees work. Mwaniki expressed his thanks and introduced himself by a short description 
of his professional career: Trained as a development economist and after extensive international 
experience in research, teaching and consultancy, he is now Executive Chairman of Coda 
Consultancy Corporation, located in South Africa and active in 15 countries in Eastern, Central 
and Southern Africa. 
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Biichting noted that the main objectives of the fifth PSC meeting were: (1) to clearly 
define the target group, purpose and key messages of the draft PSC paper on private sector 
perspectives, and (2) to discuss the planned high-level PS conference in the light of these 
decisions and of the latest developments within the CGIAR system. 
2. Latest Developments in the CGIAR 
ijzgediz briefed the PSC on recent developments in the CGIAR. He noted that several 
centers were experiencing a difficult funding situation, leading to painful reductions of staff. The 
most serious have been at ICRISAT, but other centers such as IRRI, CIAT and CIMMYT have 
also downsized considerably. At the CGIAR level, a similar level of funding is expected for 
1997 as for 1996. 
Following earlier reviews in 1976 and 198 1, the third system review will be launched at 
the MTM 1997 in Cairo. The review panel will be chaired by Maurice Strong, Canada. The 
panel will consist of 9 members supported by a secretariat and three specialist panels focusing on 
science; strategy and structure; and governance and finance. The key findings of the panel will 
be presented at MTM 1998 in Brazil. 
A very important issue for the CGIAR is a possible initiative of raising the annual 
CGIAR investments in biotechnology. Preceding the MTM, the role of biotechnology in the 
CGIAR will be discussed at a stakeholder consultation on April 18 in Washington. The PSC will 
be represented at this meeting by its members Bernard Auxenfans and Sam Dryden. Andreas 
Biichting sent his regrets. 
ozgediz also reported about the actual state of a World Bank commissioned study on 
transgenic materials in plant production, the so-called Kendall Report. An outline of this report 
had been distributed to PSC members last summer. The Committee decided to evaluate and 
comment on this paper when it is published. 
The Secretariat is planning to install an Electronic Global Forum on Agricultural 
Research (EGFAR) on the Internet in order to facilitate the communication base especially with 
regard to regional fora. The PSC web site could be incorporated into EGFAR if it is established. 
3. Draft Paper on a Private Sector Perspective on Agricultural Research 
The Committee was pleased that the draft study prepared by the Secretariat was a very 
good first draft and a useful starting point for further discussion. It spent considerable time on 
intensive discussion concerning the target groups, main messages and content of the planned 
paper. 
As a result, the draft will be reduced to about 10 pages plus annexes. It will have a strong 
focus on biotechnology, intellectual property rights, germplasm and partnership issues. The 
paper will represent the views of the CGIAR Private Sector Committee and not necessarily the 
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perspective of the private sector in general. The final version will be sent to Ismail Serageldin by 
the end of April in order to make it available for broader distribution to the MTM. 
4. High-level Private Sector Conference (HLC) 
As decided at the last meeting in Washington, a PSC working group has been working on 
a tentative invitation list and a draft agenda for the planned conference. A draft agenda was 
distributed to all PSC members in January 1997. However, the new developments with regard to 
the future role of biotechnology in the CGIAR may require considerable changes of the draft 
agenda as well as the target group. Preparations for the HLC will be discussed at the next 
meeting in Cairo depending on the conclusions of the PS perspectives paper and in the light of 
new developments. 
5. Sixth PSC Meeting and Representation at the MTM in Cairo in May 1997 
The 6th meeting will be held in Cairo on May 23 (evening) to May 25, 1997 preceding 
the CGIAR Mid Term Meeting. The Meeting will be chaired by Andreas Btichting. Saturday, 
May 24 is dedicated to an excursion along with NGO Committee members; the tour is being 
organized by Moharned El Ghandour and will cover several local private sector institutions and 
activities. 
The major items on the agenda of the Mid-Term Meeting will be the centers’ Medium 
Term Plans (1998 - 2000), the future role of biotechnology in the CGIAR, the System Review, 
and several center external reviews. 
The Committee discussed possible contributions of the PSC to the MTM discussions and 
assigned responsibilities to members. Bernard Auxenfans and Sam Dryden will present the 
Committee’s position on items 5 and 7 of the agenda (Biotechnology; Positioning the CGIAR in 
the Global System); Mohamed El Ghandour will present the PSC Report (Item 10). Sam Dryden 
will attend the meetings of the Global Forum Steering Committee. Andreas Btichting, Assia 
Alaoui and Mohamed El Ghandour will handle potential other business (according to timings 
and availability). 
6. Dialogue with the centers 
Sam Dryden reported on a visit to 1RR.I in February 1997. The recent financial shortcuts 
required severe staff reductions and caused a very ambivalent working atmosphere. Under the 
new DG, Georg Rothschild, the institute is expected to intensify its contacts with the PS. 
PK. Agrawal reported on his visit to ICRISAT in March 1997. The institute is going 
through a very difficult time of financial cuts and considerable reduction of staff. Despite this 
depressing atmosphere, Agrawal had very interesting meetings with scientists from the Genetic 
Resources Unit and the Biotechnology Group and the visit proved to be extremely useful. On a 
second visit to Hyderabad in March 1997, Agrawal took the opportunity to introduce the CGIAR 
to an important national private sector organization, the Indian Seed Association. Agrawal will 
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participate on behalf of the PSC in a GRPC workshop on ethics and equity in conservation and 
use of genetic resources to be held in Brazil on April 22 - 25, 1997. 
Assia Alaoui reported on her contacts with ICARDA and ISNAR and with the Moroccan 
private sector representatives active in adaptive research on palm tree and virus free potato 
production. She also reported on her involvement with the FAO World Food Summit held in 
November 1996 in Rome. 
Andreas Biichting reported on his visit to IPGRI in December 1996. He had very useful 
interactions with the DG, Geoff Hawtin, as well as several scientists on topics such as IPR, 
access to and exchange of materials, public awareness and public-private collaboration. 
Nick Mwaniki agreed to overtake the responsibility for interaction with ICRAF. 
As agreed during the second PSC Meeting in The Hague in April 1996, members are 
expected to serve as point persons for contact with specific Centers. The initial idea of this 
concept was to learn more about the existing Center-PS contacts and how these could be 
improved. The expectations, targets and possible achievements regarding Center contacts will be 
updated and discussed in detail at the next PSC meeting in Cairo. P.K. Agrawal will prepare a 
background paper on this subject for the Committee’s discussion. 
7. PSC Membership Issues 
The Committee noted that priority for new membership should go to someone with 
special expertise in forestry and a members from Japan, especially from the food (processing) 
sector. Members were asked to nominate individuals. 
In view of the end of the first two-year period of membership, Mr. Biichting proposed 
that there should be a minimum rotation of 30 percent of the members and a maximum rotation 
of 50 percent. This would ensure continuity and introduce fresh ideas. Members were asked to 
convey to the Co-Chairs if they wish to be considered for longer terms. The Co-Chairs would 
pass this information along with proposals for new members to the CGIAR chairman at ICW97. 
8. Awareness of the Private Sector of the CGIAR 
Since most people working in the private sector do not know enough about the CGIAR 
and its important role in agricultural research, the PSC will discuss in Cairo, how to disseminate 
more information about the CGIAR to PS representatives. Regarding the high-level PS 
conference it will be a major objective to raise awareness in the private sector about the 
importance of partnerships. The PSC aims at convincing private sector leaders of the importance 
to alleviate poverty and protect the environment. 
Another aspect of intensified contact of the PSC with private sector representatives is that 
it would be extremely useful to the Committee’s work to hear more voices from the private 
sector. Each member was requested to use all upcoming possibilities, e.g., meetings of industry 
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associations, for interaction with industry colleagues to broaden the PS circle contributing to the 
discussion of potential partnerships with the CGIAR. The perspectives paper could be an 
excellent vehicle to convey these messages. 
9. PSC Web Site 
During the October meeting it was suggested to install a PSC web site in order to 
facilitate the discussion among Committee members. The web site was installed in January 1997 
and can be accessed only by PSC members; it consists of two sections, one for information and 
one for discussion. One problem is that not all members have Internet access. In the short term, 
the PSC communication will, therefore, be continued by fax. The PSC web site may be 
integrated into a new web site for the Global Forum (EGFAR, see above). 
10. Other Matters 
One member raised the issue of the PSC’s role in strengthening the indigenous private 
sector in developing countries as a prerequisite for stronger public-private partnerships. While 
the Committee saw this as an important question of development, it also considered that the 
question fell somewhat outside the core mission of the PSC. The PSC’s main focus is on 
international agricultural research partnerships with the private sector in both developed and 
developing countries. 
(Drafted by Frauke Spanakakis) 
CGIAR Secretariat 
April 28,1997 
